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The traveling
sisterhood

Local women are con-
nected to Dominicans
in Tennessee

BY CLAUDIA MATHIS
SUN STAFF WRITER

Sister Francine Bauser, O_F, dean of mis-
shons for the Dominican Sisters of 5t Ce-
cilia in Mashville, Tenn., has a strong
connection to the Syracuse Diocese. For 34
years, Sister Francine served with the Sis-
ters of St Joseph of Carondelet in Syra-
cuse. As vicar fior religious, during a
vocation discernment 10 years ago, she
was searching for a teaching order and dis-
covered the Dominican Sisters of 5t. Ce-
cilia. “They are very much like the Sisters
of 5t. Joseph with their community life,
prayer and ministry,” saild Sister Francine.
“Omne of the things I like most about my
order s the strong prayer life and the way
our days are oriented to keeping God first
I our lives.™

Crver the past 145 years, the Dominican
Sisters have served In the apostolate of
Catholic education. Sister Francine has
been teaching at Bishop Eyme High
School in Memphis, Tenn. for the last
three years.

The order's members are Increasing In
number. “We are blessed — we've had 18
postulants so far this year,” said Sister
Francine. *1 think they're attracted to the
spirituality and the habit and becawuse they
want to make sacrifices.”

Sister Mariana Thayer, OLF,, agreed. “We
are Bving in an exdting time in the
church,” Sister Mariana said. *Vocations
are increasing. Young people are really lis-
tening to the Lord and they are ready and
willing to be radical and courageoas. Serv-
Ing as a sister is definitely a life of sacrifice,
but it s also a life of great joy."

Sister Mariana teaches second grade at
5t. Joseph's 5chool In Madison, Tenn. A
former parishioner of 5t. Mary’s Church in
Ealdwinsville, she graduated from Bishop
Ludden Jr/Sc. High School in 1997, It was
during the time she attended SUNY Gene-
sen and Frandscan University In
Steubenville, Ohio that Sister Mariana
knew she wanted to join a religious order.
“My prayer life deepened and [ attended
Mass more frequently,” she said. “My rela-
tonship with God deepened and 1 heard
Him gently call me to be his spouse.”

Sister Mariana entered the order In 20035
and made her first profession of vows In
August 3007 °1 have given my whole self
to Jesus Christ and to the church for the
salwation of my soul and the souls of those
I encounter each day,” sald Sister Mariana.

Sister Mariana said that when she visited
the Dominican Sisters of St Cecilia’s Con-
gregation she felt at home and that it was
a place where she was meant to be. 1 love
our community life, " Sister Marlana said.
“I knew before that it would be wonderful.

It has far exceeded my expectations — It's
been a wonderful life that's been filled
with joy."

Sister Mary Emily Knapp, O.F, director of
vocations, sald that there are 230 sisters In
the order They educate 13 000 students In
32 schools throughout the U5 and hawe
started to serve In a new mission In Syd-
ney, Australia. Sster Mary Emily said that
there are certain characteristics of the
order that potential candidates find attrac-
tve Those include traditional valwes, a

SENONE Commitment to
prayer, a joyful community
life, structure and the com-
munlty’s apostolate of educa-
tion. “Cur charsm is to
contermplate and to hand on
to others the fruits of our
contermplation,” said Sister
Mary Emily. *Another Do-
minican motto §s to share
with others the truth. I think
1t's incredible that we have
an oppaortunity as Domini-
can Sisters, to be a part of an
apostolate of teaching — that
15, to help another human
being come into contact with
the person of Jesus.”

While the Dominican
Order was founded in the
13th century, the Congrega-
tion of St. Ceclia began In
1860 as the dream of
Nashwille's second bishop,
James Whelan. The bishop, a
Dominican himself, wanted
sisters to run an acxdemy of
higher education for girks
with an emphasis on music
and the fine arts. He peti-
toned the sisters at 5¢ Mary's
In Somerset, Ohio to send
four sisters to begin the work.
Sister Columba Sister
Lucy Harper, Sister Phibom-
ena McDonough and Stster
Frances Walsh arrived in
Mashwille on Aug. 17 after a
long trip by stagecoach, ]
steamboat and train. They set ||
about transforming a bulld-
Ing Into 3 convent and
school. The academy was
named after the third cen-
tury martyr, 5t Cecilia. The
Dominican Sisters of 5t. Ce-
cllia have contimued to canmy
out its apostolate of teaching
EVer since.

Sister Catherine Marie Hop-
kins, 0.1, a native of Cazen-
ovia, has been a member of
the Dominican Sisters for 24
years., She has taught at every
rade level except for first
and ninth and presently
serves as executive director of
the Dominican campas (3
girl’s high school and col-
lege). Stster Catherine also

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Sister Sharon Rose Goellmer, O

The First Annual Catholic Women's Conference

Saturday, October 16, 2010

Oncenter Complex, Syracuse, NY
8 AM Registration / 9 AM Mass with Bishop Robert Cunningham

5 PM Conclusion / Lunch Provided

Conviction of the Heart - Gift of the Heart - Healing of the Heart

Colleen Calrnll l:ampbell

mwywraepﬂq
Callean isn authar, teleision host and

former White Hous speectwariter Sheis M,

cumenty the Host of her own intema-
tional tedevision show on EWTN, *Faith
in Cuttue”. She is an opad columnist
for the 5t Louis PostDispatch and
senes 35 3 commentator on FOX news,
ONN, MSNBC, and PBS. She is the
author of The New Faithful - Why
Young Adults Are Embracing Christian
Orthodary (Lojola Prss, zmn Her
weksite iswww.coleen-amphe|Loom

Regina Doman
“No matter what fappens,
Bressed be His name!*

- Regina’s moving testimony of her
untfinkable tragedy, and how God
carried her through. Regina is the
authar of the Fairy Tale Novefs. She &
creator and managing editor for John
Marmiage”. He has appeamd on ABC ﬁlﬂlﬁﬁgﬁms!ﬂhlﬁ!’!rdﬂf-
World News Tonight, CES News 48 Hours,  drerts book Anged in the Wates, has
and EWTN to name a few. He and his  sold over 100000 mopies. Regina and
wifie have 7 daughters! her hushand have s childen.

wwwi R gi

Damon Owens
A woman rt

gram basd on Theology Of The Body
called “Cod's Man For A JoyFilled

Alicia Hemon
Alicia is an inspirational singer and
SOngWriter with over 25 years exper-
ence |eading worship music. She has
led music for the Boston Catholic
Women's Conference and Seubemiilie
Confernces. Her OO, Belowed is &
compilation of songs about women and
for women in all stages of their lnes.

*A new heart | will give you, and a new spirit | will put within you"

- Ezekiel 36:26

Women 18 & Oider = Mmm

For more information and m mglsle: vis

served for 15 years as vocations director
for the order.

A 1978 graduate of the Franciscan Acad-
emy In Symcuse, Sister Catherine taught
for one year after graduating from
Marareth College in Rochester. She said
she felt the call to religlous life while
teaching In the classroom. “1 found great
Joy In working with small children and
Joy in seeing them connecting with
Christ,” said Sister Catherine.

Sister Catherine sald she was attracted to
the Dominican Sisters because she wanted
to join a community that was commitied
to education and where prayer life was pri-
mary. “When [ visited, | found a very dy-
namic community life and 1 aw s0 much
oy among the sisters,” she sakd.

‘When asked what she liked the most
about her community, Sister Catherine
sald, "What | appreciate the most is the
warmth and vitality. We approach our life

— with one another and
with those we teach. We do it with zeal
and a strong sense of God's love toward
everything we do. That's what [ most ap-
preciate and aspire to."

Sister Mary Emmanue] Schultz, O.F, has
been a member of the order for the last
seven years. She teaches fourth grade at St.
Croix Catholic School in Stllwater, Minn.
Sister Mary realized she was being clled to
serve when she was 10 years old. *1 was
watching the news on TV and when [ saw
how the people in Somalia were starving,

It touched my heart,” she sakd. “I wanted
to help. | wanted to give more of myself to
others. | knew God was telling me to
help.”

Sister Mary Emmanuel, a former parish-
tomer of 5t. Malachy Church in Sherburne,
volunteered for one vear with Regnum
Christi, a lay movement of consecrated
women. “I worked in Ireland helping to
bring Jesus to teen-aged girds who were
from Venezuela, Mexico and Spain,” sid
Sister Mary Emmanuel “That's when 1 dis-
cermed my vocation.”

After retuming home from Ireland, Sister
Mary Emmanuel began to investigate rell-
ghous orders. When she visited the Do-
minican Sisters, Sister Mary said she knew
she had come to the rght place because
she felt at home and sensed a peacefulness
In the atmosphere. “What attracted me
was the way the sisters were s0 i
sald Sister Mary. “I also liked ﬂrewaythe:.r
lowed Gaod, the pope, Mary, the Eucharist
and wore habits. That sealed the deal. 1
lowe our commumnity life. The fraternal
lowe amongst us Is evident and very beau-
tiful. We feel we're a family in Chirise.”



